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not expecting so bold an attack from so small a force,
were taken by surprise and surrendered, so that
next morning this handful of Frenchmen found to
their surprise that they were in possession of an historical
fort that years had held powerful armies at bay and had
now yielded without inflicting a loss of more than two
or three men.

The news of this daring feat aroused Nasir Jung from
his indolence and lethargy.    Summoning as many of his
discharged forces as he could reassemble, he at once
marched to Gingee,  accompanied  by  60,000 infantry,
40,000 horses, and 350 guns.    He had resolved to crush
the daring Frenchman who had struck his prestige so
serious a blow.    It was, however, in the middle of the
rainy season, and his progress was delayed by flooded
rivers, so that it took him almost two months to march
50 miles.    During this time Dupleix had opened out
negotiations for peace, and, being now in a more advan-
tageous  position   owing to his success at Gingee, his
demands were that Muzaffer Jung should be released, his
estates restored to him, and Chanda Saheb should be
appointed Nawab of the Cdrnatic.   At first Nasir Jung
would not hear of these conditions, but as, owing to the
rains, disease had broken out, and supplies were running
short, he resolved at last to grant the demands, the only
condition being that Duplex and Chanda Saheb should
acknowledge his sovereignty.    But Dupleix was carrying
on  a double game.    At the same time that he was
negotiating with the Nizam he was also corresponding
with the discontented Nawabs in his camp,    In fact,
when Nasir Jung's officers arrived in Pondicherry with
the  news   that   the  Nizam  would   sign  the  required
treaty, at the same time as he delivered to the officers
the treaty to be taken back for ratification, Dupleix sent